California Department of Fish & Wildlife REIR Scoping Comments 


575 Market Street, Suite 3700 Trash Interception 
San Francisco, CA 94105 Tom McMahon 
BWERcomments@wildlife.ca.gov October 29, 2023 


Attn: Ballona Wetlands Restoration Project - 


April 5, 2022 Supervisor Holly Mitchell approved $6.65 Million for 
installation and a $350K annual Operation and Maintenance (O&M) Budget 
[1] for the 007 Trash Interceptor at the mouth of Ballona Creek, 500 Meters 


downstream of Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve [3]. 


Since its deployment October 2022: “The Los Angeles County Ballona 
Creek Trash Interceptor collected over 85 tons [2] of trash from the Ballona 
Creek, according to the latest data from L.A. County August 28, 2023". 


However, the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve [3] begins 500 meters 
upstream of the Ballona Creek Trash Interceptor /2]. In the 11-month 
period starting October 2022 over 85 tons of trash flowed through the 
channelized segment of the Ballona Flood Control Channel of the Reserve 
slated for modification in the 2020 Final EIR: 


“Project would remove the existing concrete levees on a portion of the 
Ballona Creek channel and realign the creek into a meandering shape as it 
flows through the Reserve.” “This would reconnect Ballona Creek with its 
reestablished floodplain within the Reserve, which would improve tidal flow 
and circulation into and within the wetlands.” “Create a sinuous Ballona 
Creek channel with two primary meander-shaped bends,” “Removal and 
replacement of existing levees with transitional zones to accommodate 
sea-level rise and introduce a meandering shape.” 


With the removal of concrete levees and the introduction of a meandering 
floodplain, a significant percentage of this 85-ton annual trash load will 
collect in the Reserve. The 2020 Final EIR included no trash mitigation, 
collection or removal strategy or operations budget thereof. The scope of 
the REIR must include such, and funding should be postponed until this 
issue is added to its scope and content. 


Sincerely, 
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Tom McMahon, Engineer 
8207 Delgany Avenue 
Playa del Rey, CA 90293 
+1-310-717-7208 
Hyperion@PN-Junction.Net 


CC: 


Wildlife Conservation Board 
Jennifer Norris, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 944209 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 
+1-(916) 445-8448 
Jennifer.Norris@wildlife.ca.gov 
WCBCorridors@wildlife.ca.gov 


Environmental Science Associates 
Janna Scott, Director 

575 Market Street, Suite 3700 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
+1-(415) 896-5900 
iscott@esassoc.com 


CDFW Headquarters 

Chuck Bonham 

715 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Mailing: P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 


https://wildlife.ca.gov/Contact 
+1-(916) 445-0411 
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[1] - April 5, 2022 Supervisor Holly Mitchell approved $6.65 Million for 
installation and $350K annual Operation and Maintenance (O&M) Budget 
[1] for the 007 Trash Interceptor at the mouth of Ballona Creek (Cover 


Page). 


STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES HELD VIRTUALLY IN 
ROOM 381B OF THE KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION 
500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 


Present: Supervisor Solis, Supervisor Kuehl, Supervisor Hahn, Supervisor 
Barger and Supervisor Mitchell 


BALLONA CREEK TRASH INTERCEPTOR PILOT PROJECT 
PROJECT NO. FCC0001350 


ADOPTED 


April 05, 2022 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 


/) _* 
500 West Temple Street Sd Ay : 
Los Angeles, California 90012 CA . andh— 
CELIAZAVALA 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


54 April 5, 2022 


Dear Supervisors: 


FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 


Year 2021-22 Budget. 


The total project cost, including plans and specifications, plan check, consultant 


Reference: LA County BoS Documents No. 167572 and 1122935_040522 


services, construction, change order contingency, and Public Works services, is currently estimated 
4,700,000. The JOC construction cost, which is included in the total project cost, is estimated to 
be $1,950,000. 


Funding for this Pilot Project is included in the District's Fund (B07 - Services and Supplies) Fiscal 
Funding for operation and maintenance of the interceptor for the pilot period 
estimated at $350,000 annually will be included in the District Fund budget starting with the Fisca 


Year 2022-23 Budget during the annual budget process. [In perpetuity] 


Public Works anticipates additional contracts with vendors will be necessary for deployment, 
operation, and maintenance of the interceptor. 


Reference: Ballona Creek Trash Interceptor Adopted and Approved (615 


Pages) 
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[2] “The Los Angeles County Ballona Creek Trash Interceptor 
collected over eighty-five tons of trash from the Ballona Creek, according to 


the latest data from L.A. County August 28, 2023" 


In the 11-month period starting October 2022 over 85 tons of trash flowed 
through the channelized segment of the Ballona Flood Control Channel of 
the Reserve slated for modification in the 2020 Final EIR 


Reference: Los Angeles County Ballona Creek Trash Interceptor 
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[3] Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve and Upstream Trash Interceptor 
(2020 Final EIR) 
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Ballona Wetlands Trash Interceptor Project 


Vomtorclion Pacroek Time-adjusted program cost: $0.5 Billion 
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Summary: With the removal of concrete levees and the introduction of a 
meandering floodplain, a significant percentage of this 85-ton annual trash 
load will collect in the Reserve. The 2020 Final EIR included no trash 
mitigation, collection or removal strategy or operations budget thereof. The 
scope of the REIR must include such, and funding should be postponed 
until this issue is added to its scope and content. 
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